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TO THE PUBLIC, 


Az the close of the last volume of this work, proposals 
were issued for continuing it upon the present enlarged plan. 
On examination, however, it was ascertained, that the receipts 
for the first year did not amount to a sum equal to the ex- 
pense of printing. It was therefore determined, though very 
reluctantly, to diecections the work till there should be a 
prospect of increased patronage. This is our apology for 
not publishing this number at the time proposed. 

We are now happy to state, that the necessity for such a 
publication begins to be more extensively felt, and that solici- 
tations for it have been received from the most distant parts 
of the United States. We cannot believe that the Christian 
public will suffer a work, the importance of which is so uni- 
versally acknowledged, to be again discontinued for want of 
support. 

In his History of Sunday Schools, Mr. James has the fol- 
lowing remarks respecting the Sunpay Scnoot Repository, 

ublished in Lonponx, of which there are circulated not less, 
it is supposed, than eighteen or twenty thousand copies! 

* The next event in the order of succession, which is of im- 
portance in the history of Sunday Schools, is of a literary 
nature. I mean the publication of the (London) Sunpay 
Scuoot Reposrrory, which commenced January, 1813, 
This valuable little work cannot be estimated, in reason, at 
too high a rate. Its contents, from time to time, are calcu- 
lated at once to interest, instruct, and excite. Jt should be 
circulated threugh every school, and read by every teacher. 
Already it has laid before the public a mass of most valuable 
information, and directed upon the Sunday School Institution, 
a stream of light which has revealed its magnitude and its 
beauty much more clearly than they were generally seen be- 
fore. And in order to render it still more useful, every one 
who has much experience in the business of instruction, and 
is possessed of ability to communicate his knowledge to others, 

should consider his talents as put under righteous requisition 
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for its support. It might become of immense importance to 
the great cause. By a proper supply and compression of 
intelligence, it might exhibit the operations of the whole 
Christian world, and thus form a sort of Sunday School Pano- 
rama, in which, as in one connected and beautiful picture, 
the whole circle of operations may be contemplated wherever 
it is read.” 


HISTORY OF SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


In compliance with the wishes of some of our most respecta- 
ble patrons, who are acquainted with the limited circulation 
of the first numbers of this work, we shall commence the se- 
cond volume with a concise account of the origin and progress 
of Sunday Schools. A brief statement of the principal facts 
is all that we shall attempt: a re-perusal of which, in 
connexion with others that may be added, will not be unin- 
teresting to our former subscribers. They will also be 
gratified with the reflection, that many of our new sub- 


scribers are tracing, for the first time, the history of an Insti- 


tution, which has already rescued from ignorance, vice, 
and misery, thousands of immortal beings; and which we 
cannot doubt will, in the hands of God, be one of the most 
powerful engines in diffusing throughout the world the light 
and blessings of the Gospel. 

The name of Robert Raikes, Esq. of Gloucester, England, 
as the founder of Sabbath Schools, will be had in everlasting 
remembrance. On him has already come the blessing of 
thousands ready to perish. 

The following interesting account of the origin of the first 
school is from the pen of Mr. Lancaster, to whom it was 
communicated by Mr. Raikes, when far advanced in life. 
* He said,” observes Mr. L. “* about the year 1782 he had 
taken a garden, and wanted a gardener. He went to the out- 
skirts of*the city of Gloucester to hire one. The man he 
went to hire was from home ; and while waiting for the man’s 
return, he was greatly disturbed by a troop of wretched noisy 
boys, who interrupted him while conversing with the man’s 
wife on the business he came about. Full of that compassion, 
which a Christian only can feel and enjoy, he anxiously in- 
quired the cause of those children being thus miserably ne- 
glected and depraved. The answer he received exhibited a 
true specimen of the wretched state of tens of thousands of 
the youth of our Britain at that moment. Would to heaven it 
did not exhibit a picture of the state of tens of thousands of 
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her youth at the present moment! Youth yet unbefriended— 
yet neglected—solitary—mentally poor—* as sheep on the 
mountains without a shepherd ! as fatherless children! who, 
did they know their own wretchedness—could they plead their 
own poverty, individually would say, help me! oh, my Chris- 
tian friends! for I am poor and needy, and no man careth for 
my soul! 

* The answer he received was, ‘ Oh, sir! if you were here 
ona Sunday, you would pity them indeed ;—they are then 
much more numerous, and an hundred times worse, it is a 
very hell upon earth : WE CANNOT READ OUR BIBLE IN PEACE 
FOR THEM.’—It was this affecting answer which moved every 
feeling within him!’ “ He immediately asked, *Can nothing be 
done tor these poor children? Is there any body near that will 
will take them to school on a Sunday” He was answered, 
there was a person who kept school in the lane who perhaps 
might doit. The wretchedness of the poor children, objects 
of Christian pity and active benevolence, deeply interested 
him. The feelings of his heart spoke aloud, and told him this 
was not a time to trifle—to merely pity: to say, be ye warm- 
ed and be ye clothed, and leave fon unsheltered and cold.— 
The novelty of an undertaking, which was likely to draw, and 
which has drawn, the eyes of multitudes towards him, naturally 
struck a reflective mind with its due weight. 

‘“* He made a solemn pause, to sunttlies the step he was 
about to take. On his decision at that moment rested an 
opening for one of the highest blessings ever extended to the 
youth of any nation. Happy for Britain, her Guardian Angel 
was near. Procrastination, that * thief of time.’ was not ad- 
mitted for an instant. The humble diffidence of this worthy, 
pious Christian, was not suffered to discourage him. 

“ At this important moment (according to his own relation) 
the word ‘ TRY’ was so powerfully impressed on his mind as 
to decide him at once to action. I have heard of seeing things 
with ‘ the mind’s eye,’ and with him, this encouraging stimu- 
lating call to Christian duty, seemed to be sounded in the ear 
of his soul. Obedient to the impulse, he went and entered 
into treaty with the School-mistress to take a number of these 
poor destitute children ; and here was the foundation stone of 
amighty—a glorious superstructure.—Here was the first Sab- 
bath School Britain ever saw.—Surely the sun that shone 
that day, arose in double lustre, and its rays have already ex. 
tended their light into * the dark places of the earth, which are 
full of the habitations of cruelty.’ That morning was an har- 
binger of many Sabbaths for Britain and the approaching 
day, whe. the groaning creation shall be at rest—and the 
* earth enjoy her Sabbaths again.’ 
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“ Important consequences depended upon this interesting 
moment. Two years had elapsed from the commencement 
of the first school. On retiring to rest one evening, he began 
to consider that his schools had now been fully tried, and that 
it was time for the public good that they should be made ge- 
nerally known. On this, instead of going to bed, he directly 
wrote a paragraph, and had it inserted in his newspaper, the 
Gloucester Journal. It was copied into many other papers, 
and in consequence he had applications from all parts of the 
empire. ‘Toa letter from the North, most earnestly pressing 
on the subject, he wrote an interesting answer, which was pub- 
lished. The result of this publication was, that the dormant 
zeal of many was called into action. The mode was simple, 
the expense moderate, the advantages grand and striking. 
The establishment of such schools proceeded throughout the 
nation with the rapidity of lightning. 

Through the exertions of several public spirited gentlemen 
in the metropolis, a public meeting was held on the 7th of 
September, 1785, Past pow institution formed bearing the title of 
“A Society for the support and encouragement of Sunday 
Schools in the different counties of England.” This esta- 
blishment was exceedingly beneficial to the growing cause. 
The Committee of this Society soon engaged the co-operation 
of episcopal authority. “* Among the dignitaries of the church, 
who patronized the plan, the Bishops of Salisbury and Lan- 
daff, and the Deans of Canterbury and Lincoln, obtained a 
conspicuoys place, by their zeal and talents.” Other distin- 
guished characters did not hesitate to give the whole weight 
of their influence in favour of this good institution. Thus, 
notwithstanding the opposition which was made to the early 
efforts of Mr. Raikes; notwithstanding he was told, that it was 
folly to begin with children, and that he should begin by re- 
forming the higher classes of society, &c. the work went for- 
ward, bearing down all opposition. To the cavils and con- 
tempt that were cast upon him, in consequence of his attention 
to the lower classes of society, he triumphantly replied, “ the 
poor have the gospel preached to them.” 

Before his death, which took place in 1811, he had accounts 
of the establishment of similar schools in various parts of the 
country, comprehending no less than THREE HUNDRED THOU- 
SAND CHILDREN. 

“Well might he say,” observes Lancaster, “ to one who 
loves the sound of his name”? “ and will cherish his memory ; / 
can never pass by the spot where the word TRY came so pow- 
erfully into my mind, without lifting up my hands and heart to 
heaven, in gratitude to God, for having put such a thought nto 
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“ The schools,” says Mr. James, “ were at first universally 
conducted by Aired teachers. This entailed a load of pecu- 
niary difficulty upon the plan, which, had it not been removed, 
must have considerably retarded its progress, and consequent- 
ly diminished its usefulness. The Sunday School Society 
alone expended, during the sixteen first years of its existence, 
no less that four thousand pounds sterling in the salaries of 
teachers. And this was not the least evil attending upon pur- 
chased labour. Hired teachers can scarcely be expected to 
possess either the zeal or ability of those who engage in the 
work from metives of pure benevolence. Gratuitous instruc- 
tion was an astonishing improvement of the system: laying a 
solid basis for its efficiency, and ensuring its success, but 
which does not appear to have entered into the views of its 
author. ‘ Were we asked,’ says a writer in the London Sun- 
day School Repository, ‘ whose name stood next to that of 
Robert Raikes in the annals of Sunday Schools, we should say, 
that of the person who first came Siased, and voluntarily 
proficred his exertions, his time, and his talents, to the instruc- 
tion of the young and the poor ; since an imitation of his ex- 
ample has been the great cause of the present flourishing state 
of these institutions, and of all the future additional increase 
which may be reasonably anticipated.’ The exact time when 
this was first introduced is not known, nor where it com- 
menced; but about the year 1800 this plan became very ge- 
neral throughout Europe. 

“ The improvement in the mode of popular education, in- 
troduced by Dr. Bell and Mr. Lancaster, must be considered 
as forming another era in the history of Sunday Schools, by 
affording new facilities to the business of instruction.” 

“ The institution of Sunday Schools was now become uni- 
versal throughout England. Every city and every town had 
warmly espoused the cause ; still there was one thing wanting 
to raise the system to the highest degree of efficiency, and that 
was union. In every application of the sentiment, union is 
power. Reasoning upon the general principle, many were 
led to conclude, that great benefits would result to this parti- 
cular case, from an association of counsel and energy. After 
much private intercourse on this subject, between many per- 
sons in London, a public meeting was holden July 13, 1803, 
and the Sunday School Union was then formed. The design 
of this association is thus announced in its own regulations :— 

* * The objects of this union are: Ist. To stimulate and en- 
courage each other in the religious instruction of the young. 
2dly. By mutual communications to improve the methods of 
instruction. 3dly. To promote the opening of new schools. 





! 
’ 
} 
{ 








6 History of Sunday Schools. 


4thly. To print books, &c. suitable for Sunday Schools, at a 
cheap rate. 5thly. To correspond with ministers and others 
in the United Kingdom, and abroad. 6thly. To promote the 
formation of country Unions, which are expected regularly to 
report to this Society ; and are allowed to purchase its publi- 
cations at reduced prices.’ 

“For the accomplishment of these purposes, a general 
meeting, open to all Sunday School teachers, is held quarterly, 
when the Reports of the Schools, and the proceedings of the 
committee, are read; interesting instances of usefulness, im- 
proved plans of instruction, and any information calculated to 
promote the objects of the union, are mentioned ; and occa- 
sionally, questions, previously appointed, relative to Sunday 
Schools, are considered and discussed. 

“This new Society commenced its operations with no less 
prudence than vigour. Carefully avoiding even the appear- 
ance of a desire to interfere with the private management of 
any of the associated schools, it aimed to diffuse new life and 
energy through them all. One of its first objects was the com- 

ilation of a new spelling-book, more adapted to moral and re- 
higioes instruction, than any they could find already in exis- 
tence. The next object of the Committee was to ascertain, by 
an extensive correspondence, what parts of the country were 
most destitute of schools. Finding that the advantages were, 
in many places, greatly diminished, by the want of method 
and order in the schools, they published in 1806, ‘ A Plan 
for the Formation and Regulation of Sunday Schools.’ 

“ The example of the metropolis was soon imitated by many 
of the large towns. and several counties. Unions were form- 
ed in different parts of the kingdom, from which the happiest 
effects have resulted; among which may be reckoned the es- 
tablishment of new schools mn neglected parts of large towns, 
and amidst the darkness of benighted villages ; a fresh excite- 
ment given to those employed in the work of tuition; the dif- 
fusion of Christian affection; and in some instances a great 
improvement in the mode of instruction. The formation of 
the Sunday School Union must therefore be regarded as an 
event of vast importance to the success of this valuable 
scheme.” [ To be continued. } 


Mr. Editor, FOR THE REPOSITORY. 
If you think the following remarks calculated to promote 

the great cause of Sabbath Schools, you are at liberty to pub- 

lish them. Ww. 




















On the general Establishment of Sabbath Schools. 


ON THE GENERAL ESTABLISUMENT OF SABBATH SCHOOLS, 


The rapid progress, which the system of Sabbath School in- 
styyetion is making in our country, must excite in every pious 
heart lively emotions of joy and of gratitude toGod. During 
the past year, several ecclesiastical bodies have recommended 
the establishment of such schools in the churches and congre- 
gations over which they preside. And we trust another year 
will not have passed, before every ecclesiastical body, every 
individual minister, every office-bearer in the church, every 
private Christian, will have viewed the object in its true light, 
will have devoted to its accomplishment those vigorous per- 
severing efforts, and those fervent supplications to God, which 
its importance demands. 

In most of our cities, Sabbath Schools have already been 
established, and so manifest are the good effects, that wherever 
the work has been commenced, we feel confident that it will go 
forward with constantly increasing vigour and success. 

Schools have, also, been established in many of our country 
towns. Comparatively little however has yet been done :— 
there remaineth yet very much land to be possessed. Why 
should there not be a school in every town, in every village, 
in every neighbourhood, throughout the United States ? 

In some sections of the country, children are generall 
taught to read. In others the education of multitudes is al. 
most entirely neglected. Should a thorough investigation be 
anade, we should be astonished at the number of persons, 
young and old, who are unable to read. It ri be asked, 
whether it is necessary to instruct them on the Sabbath? We 
trust the time will soon come, when week-day schools will be 
universal ; when to teach persons to read on the Sabbath, will 
be neither a work of necessity nor mercy. That time, how- 
ever, has not yet arrived. We will not go into an argument 
to prove what we constantly witness, that unless instructed on 
the Sabbath, thousands and tens of thousands will grow up 
without knowing how to read the Bible, and will, as an almost 
necessary consequence, be consigned to vice and misery. To 
teach children to read, we need not remark, is abso- 
lutely necessary to prepare them for extensive religious 
instruction. If, then, multitudes of children, unless taught to 
read the Bible, will grow up in ignorance and vice—will be 
useless and worse than uscless members of society—will be 
miserable in this world and the world to come ;—and if, in 
consequence of being taught, their minds will be enlightened 
and enriched with divine knowledge—-if they will be made 
useful members of society—wil! he delivered from everlasting 
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On the general Establishment of Sabbath Schools. 
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destruction and made heirs of eternal life, shall they not be 
taught ? Is not this to “ do good?” And is it not lawful to * do 
good on the Sabbath day ?” 

Let it be remembered, that these schools are of a RELIGI@gS 
CHARACTER. “It is the BiBLE which they are taught to read. 
The lessons which are used are all selected from that sacred 
book. The Bible is read and explained to them; they commit 
portions of it to memory, together with religious hymns and 
catechisms. The schools are opened and closed with prayer, 
or some other religious exercise. ‘The great business of the 
teachers, who are generally pious, is to instil, in various ways, 
into the minds of the learners, important religious truths. In 
this manner they spend an hour or two previous to public 
worship in the morning andafternoon. They are then con- 
ducted in order to the house of God, and their teachers see 
that they behave with propriety during divine service.” 

Suppose, however, that all the children in our country were, 
at an early age, taught to read: this would scarcely diminish 
the necessity for Sabbath School instruction. The grand ob- 
ject of this institution is to give a RELIGIOUS EDUCATION. And 
is there not a lamentable, an alarming necessity for this, even 
in those parts of the country where the seni are the most 
enlightened ? Are there not large numbers of families without 
even the appearance of religion; the children of which are 
permitted to profane the Sabbath, and to grow up in entire 
ignorance of divine things; are left wholly to the influence of 
their corrupt inclinations and of bad example in its most im- 
posing form ? 

By means of this institution these children may be collected 
on the Sabbath, may have their minds enriched with the trea- 
sures of divine knowledge—and, though neglected at home, may, 
in a good degree, be trained up in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord. Not only the children, but, in many cases, their 
parents and friends, will be brought under the sound of the 
Gospel—the most interesting and important truths of the Bible 
will be conveyed into their families—an interest in their 
spiritual welfare will be created in the hearts of Christians ; 
under the influence of which, they will ‘go about doing good,” 
will visit the families in question, bearing with them Bibles 
and Tracts ; pious instructions and affectionate entreaties will 
drop from their lips, while their hearts are filled with ardent 
love to their souls, and fervent prayer for their salvation. An 
extensive moral influence will be exerted, and many, as well 
the parents and friends, as the children, will be turned from 
those evil ways which lead to destruction, and be fitted for the 
kingdom of heaven. We do not deal in mere conjectures 
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wherever these exertions have been made, such, in a greater 
or less degree, has been their effect. 

But of the families that attend to the outward forms of re- 
ligion, how few are truly pious! How small a proportion 
of the children receive from their parents a religious educa- 
tion! Such an education, blessed be God, they may receive 
in Sabbath Schools. Mingling with the children of the most 
pious, they may have the same instructions, and may enjoy the 
same advantages. Many of the remarks made concerning the 
most destitute, will apply with equal force to this class of people. 

In the country and in the city, when it can be done, it is 
extremely desirable, that the children of all classes of society 
should be embraced in the school. This mode has been 
adopted in some of our largest country towns, and in a few 
instances in our cities. Persons of the first respectability 
have cheerfully taken the office of teachers, and the, most 
happy consequences have resulted. 

Considering the nature and tendency of this system of 
religious instruction, the manner in which it is conducted, 
and the effects it has produced, we do not: hesitate to say, 
that, if carried into operation throughout the country, the 
whole rising generation would be rel riously educated, and 
a mighty revolution in morals and religion would, within 
a few years, be produced. : 

The inquiry arises, “ By whom shall this be accomplish- 
ed?’ Much, very much, depends on the ministers of the 
gospel. They constitute the main spring by which the whole 
machine may be put in motion. Let every preacher of the 
gospel address his people on the subject, exhibit its im- 
portance, call upon them to put forth their united exertions, 
and it cannot be doubted, that in every church there will be 
found those, who will esteem it their privilege and their glory 
to engage in so good a cause. We know that the labours of 
a minister are arduous, and we would rather diminish than 
increase them ; but by devoting a little attention to the busi- 
ness of getting Sunday Schools established, and exercising 
a general superintendance over them, we are confident his 
labours would eventually be lessened. It will, in effect, be 
instructing his people upon the Lancasterian plan, employing 
those,who are further advanced in knowledge, to instruct a 
who are less so. It will be making the most of the religious 
knowledge which exists in his congregation ; it will attach 
more closely to him, his people, and especially the rising 
generation ; it will excite a spirit of benevolent enterprise, 
influencing them to unite their hearts and efforts with 
his, in the execution of other plans for doing good. Con- 
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ducted upon a strictly religious plan, accompanied with 
much prayer, is it unreasonable to hope that such schools 
would not only be the happy places in which this and that 
one should be born into the kingdom, but where great and 
powertul revivals of religion would commence ? If they were 
universally established, would they not check and ultimately 
yrevent the profanation of the Sabbath, that crying sin of our 
land ? Where is the minister of the gospel whose hands by 
such things would not be strengthened, whose heart would 
not be encouraged? No other effort, we believe, of equal 
magnitude, would so extensively promote the advancement 
of the Redeemer’s kingdom. 

But should there be no minister, or should his avocations 
prevent his attending to the subject, are there not in — 
town pious, benevolent individuals, who will take the lead, 
who will examine and see who can be found willing to 
engage in the work? Let such as are disposed meet to- 
gether, and organize a society, which shall establish schools 
within a certain district, embracing one or more towns. If 
a society cannot be formed immediately, let a number asso- 
ciate and establish a single school; and should there be 
but one person awake to the subject, let not that one re- 
main inactive. An individual was, in the hands of God, 
the means of putting in motion the whole system of Sab- 
bath School instruction ; and on the individual at this day, 
who, under the magic influence of that word “ TRY,” 
and in the strength of the LORD, shall go forward, may come 
ihe blessing of thousands ready to perish. 


—_— 


For the Sunday School Repository. 
MANNER OF CONDUCTING SUNDAY SCHOOLS. 


Many inquiries having been made by the friends of the 
uneducated poor throughout the country as to our manner of 
conducting Sunday Schools, we hasten to give them the fol- 
lowing brief reply. 

When a school is formed with a suitable number of teach- 
ers, they proceed to elect a Superintenpant from their own 
body. The school is then divided into classes of five or more, 
in proportion to the number of teachers: and each teacher 
takes his class, for whose improvement he is responsible. 

The duty of the Superintendant is to keep the rolls ; inspect 
the conduct of the scholars; see that the teachers are punc- 
tual, and to pay a general attention to the improvement of the 


school. The teachers report regularly to the Superintendant 
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the state of their class, and at the end of each quarter he com- 
presses the whole into one general Report for the use of the 
Managers. This Report includes not only their improvement 
in learning but also in morals. It shows what attention they 
have paid to the religious instructions afforded them; what 
portions of Scripture or Hymns they have committed to memo- 
ry, and how far their whole conduct has been improved. 

The time of commencing in the morning is from 8 to 9 
o’clock. The school is opened by the Superintendant, or by 
some one whom he may engage for that purpose, by singing 
a few verses from the Society’s Hymn-Book, which is follow- 
ed by a short prayer; after this, each class pursues its duty 
until ten minutes before the service of the Church commences. 
The books are then collected, placed in the box prepared for 
them, and after one or two verses have been sung, the scholars 
are conducted by their teachers to public worship, where 
their conduct continues to be inspected during divine ser- 
vice. 

In the afternoon they assemble, usually at 1 o’clock, and 
open by singing one or two verses of a hymn. A great part 
of this division of the day is devoted to religious instructions. 
Those who can read, having been furnished with portions of 
Scripture, or some hymns to commit te memory, are now 
heard. This not only affords an opportunity for expressing 
the teacher’s approbation, or of gently giving his reproof, but 
for instilling those blessed principles of truth into the minds 
of their pupils,which are necessary to guard their steps through 
life, and to form their ductile minds to the consideration of 
those things, which make for peace,and which accompany sal- 
vation. At such times it is the duty of the teachers to dwell 
upon the great leading truths of the Gospel, such as the fall 
of man, and its awful consequences—the salvation which has 
been provided in the sufferings and death of the Redeemer, 
with an enumeration of all those blessings which flow from the 
unmerited goodness of God to a returning sinner, as well as 
the dreadful consequences of rejecting so great a salvation. 

This instruction also comprehends all the social and rela- 
tive duties, arising in regular series, or in particular occasions, 
as appears most appropriate to the teacher. It is the habit 
with many, and it is one which we cannot but strongly re- 
commend, to give short explanations of those portions of 
Holy Writ, which have been repeated, in order to impress 
them more deeply upon the memory. This method has to 
our knowledge been extensively useful, and the writer of this 
article can bear his testimony that principally to this kind of 
¢nstruction is owing the vast improvement in religious know- 
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ledge in the country where Sunday Schools were first insti- 
tuted. 

Some schools continue their instructions until five o’clock. 
Others take the scholars to church a second time, and there 
dismiss them. In large towns where the scholars are nume- 
rous, the small space in the interval of church hours has not 
been thought sufficient for the necessary instruction—We are, 
we confess, of the same opinion; but as many have scruples 
on this head, the managers have never urged it upon the 
teachers, but have left them to act as their conscience should 
dictate. For while on the one hand they do not see the evil 
which has been feared to arise out of the neglect of going to 
church twice, where so much is to be done ; on the other, they 
have never deemed it so essential as to make it a rule of ac- 
tion. 

The school is dismissed in the afternoon by singing and 
prayer, and sometimes by a few words of advice from the 
Superintendant, as to the manner in which the scholars are 
expected to conduct themselves in the ensuing week. 

Where there are a sufficient number of teachers for the 

urpose, two or three are always employed out of the school, 
aw ae after delinquents, or seeking for new pupils—in 
doing this, the parents are visited, and such advice given 
as seems best calculated to promote the temporal and eter- 
nal welfare of themselves and their children. These visits 
have been attended with a divine blessing in numerous in- 
stances ; and there are now many parents pouring out praises 
to heaven for the salutary hints which had been in this way 
given by their disinterested friends. 

In several cases the Minister of the congregation to which 
the school belongs, visits it once a month, when he distributes 
the rewards for good conduct, or for committing the lessons 
assigned the scholars, which had been previously awarded 
by the teachers. On such occasions the Minister speaks to 
the whole school on such subjects as he deems most suitable 
to the occasion. His visits are always productive of good. 

It is necessary here to state, that the practice of rewarding 
in money is now peremptorily forbidden—it is uniformly 
made in tickets, to which a value is fixed, and when it 
amounts to one half the cost of a Bible, a Testament, a 
Hymn-Book, or any other book which the Society may have 
determined upon giving, it is received in full for such book. 
By this means a security for silent improvement is obtained ; 
the emulation among the scholars is preserved pure, and all 
those consequences arising from the possession of ever 80 
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small a pittance, which experience has proved to be per- 
nicious, are entirely avoided. 

The great duty of the teachers is punctuality. Without 
ihis their school will droop, and their eflorts be comparative- 
ly useless. It is in vain that they urge attendance upon their 
pupils, if they are negligent auedions Show us schools 
which are prosperous and increasing, and we shall find the 
teachers all at their post at the appointed moment; but point 
us (o those which are declining and irregular, and we shall 
find the teachers late, complaining, and listless. They will 
find an excuse -for such declension any where except in 
themselves. 

The history of the Sunday Schools bears us out in the 
assertion, that there never has been a falling off in the at- 
tendance, where the teachers were not the real cause. 

We wish it to be universally understood that the Sunday 
School system is one entirely of affection. The hateful pas- 
sions have no place here. The rod cannot be uplifted, nor 
the angry voice heard, in this service. The teacher must 
govern by gentle persuasion, and mild remonstrance alone. 
When these fail, the case is hopeless, and the Sunday School 
teacher’s duty, so far as the individual is concerned, is at an 
end. When the anxiety and labour of the teacher has 
proved ineffectual, he may lament over his pupil, but he 
must not punish beyond what the rules recommend. Having 
strictly and in the fear of God discharged his duty, he must 
leave the scholar to the reproaches of his own conscience, 
and to that Mercy which may cause that bread which has been 
cast upon the waters to be found after many days. 


Y. 


—_ --—- 


Extract from the Firrn Rerort of the Suerrievp (England) 
Sunpay Scnoot Union. 


The Sheffield Sunday School Union, during the past year, 
has been enlarged by the admission of several country 
schools: and indeed is become so extended, that it has been 
found necessary, instead of one chapel and one sermon to 
the teachers and children, on this anniversary to engage 
three chapels in the town, and two (at Loxley and Thorn- 
cliffe,) in the country, for the religious services of the day. 
The general statement of the Schools in this Union will be 
found at the close of this Report. 

We proceed to give interesting information from the Re- 
ports which have been furnished by various schools. 
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Three girls are mentioned as affording much promise of 

early abiding piety. One of these, after the other 
scholars had been dismissed, on a Sabbath morning, when 
a serious exhortation had been delivered, stayed behind, and 
said, with tears; to the teacher, “ The Lord hath much 
blessed to me what you have been saying this morning. I 
have lately been much tempted to neglect private prayer, to 
leave the school, and to go with my former companions. 
Indeed I.went with them one week, and neglected prayer 
several days, but on reading a Tract entitled, “ The Unfortu- 
nate Female,” and the Bible, 1 saw my error, and thought, 
should such be my condition, how deplorable! 1 then pray- 
ed to the Lord to deliver me, and enable me to live for the 
future more to him.” ‘Two other girls having had some pri- 
vate conversation concerning the state of their souls with 
their female teacher, at the close, she asked them to pray, 
but feeling themselves embarrassed, they requested to be ex- 
cused. She then prayed with them, and the presence of the 
Lord was so sweetly felt in their midst, that they parted with 
reluctance, and the children confessed that they had never 
known so happy a season before. An Adult School has been 
begun by the friends of this congregation, in the Isle near 
Ladies’ Bridge, among some of the most pitiable objects of 
the human race. One of these is a man of colour, many 
are aged and infirm; but they seem to embrace the opportu- 
nity of learnin something better than they have ever yet 
known, with = Beco and gratitude. 

Our brethren of another school say, the improvement of 
our scholars affords great satisfaction to the teachers. The 
exercise of committing to memory the catechism has been 
found particularly useful. It is = i highly gratifying to ob- 
serve the anxiety which the children manifest to receive 
books from our library. Since the last anniversary of the 
Union, seven of our teachers have been received into 
church-fellowship. Two of these, in giving an account of 
their experience, acknowledged that their engagements in 
the Sunday School were made the blessed means of their con- 
version to God. 

One young person is become a member of a Christian so- 
ciety, who, a few years ago, was expelled from the school 
as wholly incorrigible, after repeated admonitions which 
then he disregarded, but which pursued him into’the world 
with such compunction of conscience, that in a little time he 
returned, confessing his fault, and imploring re-admission. 
This was granted, and his instructors have now no doubt of his 
having turned sincerely from the error of his way. Another 
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boy, called William Jones, whose father was never known, 
whose mother died in his infancy, and who was brought, at 
the age of nine years, to this town, from a workhouse in 
Derbyshire, died happily on the 5th of July. After he had 
been sent by his master for a long time to Sycamore Street 
School, he was dismissed for irregularity, having become a 
frequent Sabbath-breaker and truant. Not being at ease, 
however, in his wicked practices, yet wanting resolution to 
continue in the right course when he returned to it, he passed 
through almost every Sunday School in the town. At length 
he came back, and was received again into his old school, in 
which he found grace to remain till his last sickness. With 
earnest prayer he sought for mercy, and he appeared to have 
found it. Being a desolate orphan, without one relative 
that he knew, his attachment to his master and mistress, who 
were exceedingly kind to him, was truly filial. His suffer- 
ings towards his end were excruciating, yet would he often 
break out into singing, with the sweetest and most affecting 
utterance, 


“© for a thousand tongues to sing 
** My dear Redeemer’s praise,” &c. 


A short time before his dissolution, being in great pain, and 
observing his mistress in tears, he besought her not to weep 
for him. Soon after, being very restless, he said, “* There 
is no rest for me here—none till I get to heaven.” In such 
a frame of hope and resignation he fell asleep, aged fifteen 
years. It must be added that from-his dying bed, he was 
made a blessing to many of the neighbours, by his simple 
and fervent exhortations to small and great to turn to the 
Lord, and one female was so touched by his words, that she 
has become in consequence a serious character. 

Amelia Maxfield, who attended one of our Sunday Schools 
for seven years, with most exemplary diligence, died on the 
24th of February last. During her lingering illness, when 
she could no longer attend the school, it was plain, from her 
conversation, that her heart was there, and what she had 
learned there was grounded in her heart. Once she said, 
“If it please God to restore me, the school would be the 
first place J] should seek out; and gladly would | go there on 
crutches.”? A few hours before her departure, she sang her 
favourite verse, 


‘© When I can read my title clear 
To mansions in the skies, 

] bid farewell to doubt and fear, 
And wipe my weeping eyes.” 


~ 
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Soon afterwards, she faltered out the words, “ Tell my 
teachers—tell my teachers”—but had not power to utter 
more. In a little while she said, “ Bless you, my dear mo- 
ther,” and expired. A week afterwards, died, with a hope 
full of immortality, Thomas Sleath, a teacher in the same 
school. Both these visitations of a wise and sovereign Pro- 
vidence were improved in one sermon, by the minister, Mr. 
Dixon, and it is humbly hoped, that both scholars and 
teachers will derive benefit from the lessons thus taught 
them. 

Many pleasing instances of juvenile talent and religious 
improvement have been observed, during the past year. 
Many contribute their pennies and halfpennies to the cause of 
Missions, and others for the purchase of Bibles and Hymn 
Books. A boy who had paid up his subscription for a Bible, 
being taken ill, manifested great anxiety to receive it. The 
book being brought, he was asked by one of his teachers, 
why he had sO ppg ote to possess it, his answer was, 
‘“*] want to read it.” e was much tried in mind, as well as 
pained in body. The question, “ Are you afraid to die?’ 
greatly affected him. The teacher sent encouraged him, 
prayed with him, and there is reason to hope that the issue 
of his sufferings was peace. This school has to lament the 
loss of a “en teacher of great zeal and faithfulness. She 
was so suddenly seized by the last enemy, that her friends 
had not the opportunity of recording proofs of her victory 
over him: but they may believe, that she, who delighted to 
lead the little ones of the flock of Christ on earth, has 
been welcomed by the good Shepherd into his everlasting 
fold. 

From the Report of another Sunday School, we find that, 
among some poms of a discouraging tendency, such as 
might be expected in the conduct of every plan of which 
human beings are the agents and the objects, the superinten- 
dents and teachers have abundant occasion to rejoice in the 
progress of their labours. A prayer-meeting among the 
scholars, and the younger teachers, who formerly were scho- 
lars, has been voluntarily established. Upwards of twenty 
of these attend twice a week, when the devotions are led by 
the dear youths themselves, with a sweetness and fervour, 
which their friends hail as encouraging evidence of true grace 
in their hearts. Some of their elders, having been occasion- 
ally present, have been so overpowered, that they were con- 
strained to acknowledge, “ Surely God is in this place.” 
Among these it can be said, theve are some who once blas- 
phemed, but now “ Behold they pray.” . Seven teachers from 
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ihis school have been admitted into church-fellowship since 
the last year’s Report. Three female teachers have been re- 
moved into the world of spirits, and their survivers hope, 
into the world.of glory. One of these, during a sickness of 
nine months, enjoyed a remarkable tranquillity of mind, and 
contidence in her Redeemer. She knew in whom she had 
helieved; and she relied, to the last moment of life, on the 
promise which he had given her, “I will never leave thee, 
nor forsake thee.” Of another it is added, that while she 
deeply felt her condition as a sinner, yet in her latter end she 
could say with the Psalmist, “ Though I walk through the 
valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for Thou 
art with me.” ' 

In another Sunday School, and its branches in town and 
country, the last year has been distinguished by many mer- 
cies, saaeaineal both by teachers and children, At the 
close of the last quarter no less than ninety-three of the latter 
were members of the Society, and met in class: many others 
of both sexes appear to be sincerely inquiring the way to 
Zion, with their faces thitherward. A few weeks ago, one 
of the religious instructors found six of the elder girls kneel- 
ing together at morning prayer, and crying to the and in the 
distress of their souls for pardon, peace, and entire salvation. 
He joined the little company, and when they rose from their 
devotions, their hearts were filled with comfort in believing, 
that Jesus Christ was their Saviour. One of the boys, after 
being twice expelled for bad conduct, still returned, implor- 
ing forgiveness, and promising amendment. This promise he 
kept so well, that on Whit-sunday last year, being invited to 
go with some friends on a journey of pleasure for four days, 
he chose rather to go to the school; and such has been the 
influence of the change wrought in him upon his parents, that 
they have begun to think of the things that concern their eter- 
nal peace. in the Sunday School, at Owlerton, very lovely 
fruits of the spirit under the culture of diligent teachers, have 
appeared within the last twelve months. A letter, voluntarily 
addressed by a number of the scholars to their kind instruc- 
tors, dated Oct. 5, 1816, contains the following ingenuous 
sentiments. “ We return you thanks for teaching us jn the 
right way, that leadeth to eternal glory. We are sorry that 
we can do nothing for you; but we will pray for you, that 
the Lord may crown your labours with double success. * * 
* * * But all this paper is to ask you to speak more to us 
upon the solemn truths of the Word of God, not only in the 
school howrs but out of them, and you don’t -know hes far 





rn ae aa 





{c me nanemne L aatesiy aps Skies GAARA A rn cena 


ee 


ee ee scp 


hen 


— 
——_—a - 
8 - * _ 


Re SE a 


Se SERS 


NE RR 


ns el 


ce eeRERE ene usa 











if Extract from the Pijth Report, ve. 


your labour may extend.”’ On Sunday, Oct. 19, being Red 
Hill quarterly meeting of teachers, the same scholars sent 
another letter to their masters, which contained similar ex- 

ressions of love and gratitude, and closed with the follow- 
ing request: “ As we want all the instruction and encou- 
ragement we can get, and the winter time is drawing on, and 
we cannét go into the open fields to sing and pray, as we 
could in summer time, we hope you will grant us one thing, 
which is, that you would let us have the room to sing and 
pray in this afternoon, because you are going to Red Hill 
School.” 

We shall give one more anecdote of these interesting 
boys, at Owlerton :— 

A few weeks back, while a worthy teacher, with his family 
of four or five children were, one day in particular, deeply 
feeling the effects of these hard times, without any immediate 
prospect of relief, they received a very seasonable help from 
a quarter whence it could least have been expected :—This 
was a small sum of money, enclosed with a note in an old 
pocket, and thrown secretly into the house. The teacher 
and his wife being almost overwhelmed with gratitude, men- 
tioned the circumstance to one of the superintendents, who 
was also equally with them at a loss to judge, whence the 
welcome supply could have come. However, the writing of 
the paper led to a discovery and on a further inquiry, it was 
found to come from a few scholars belonging to this school, 
who, instead of playing in the fields on Shrove Tuesday, as 
they had been wont to do, assembled in a neighbour’s house 
for special prayer and praise. At the conclusion of their 
meeting, one of the boys said, “ Now let us remember poor 
J , one of our teachers, by subscribing to his wants, what 
we have had given us to spend to-day.” Accordingly, they 
all, with one accord, cheerfully consented to the proposal. 
It was then agreed, that two of them should be appointed to 
carry the money as soon as it was dark, in the manner al- 
ready described. ‘The amount of their little pocket-money 
was two shillings and one penny, and the small paper enclosed 
contained the following words :—“ Trust thou in the Lord, 
and do good, and verily thou shalt be fed.” “ Thy bread 
shall be given thee, and thy water shall be sure.”’—- 
Amen. 
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BURGH GRATIS SABBATH SCHOOL Sociery. 


The reports of the teachers, with respect to the state af 
their schools for the last year, are, in general, highly satisfac- 
tory. Several boys and girls appear to have died in a hum- 
ble confidence in their Saviour, and in the hope of eternal life : 
many who survive afford evidences of real piety; a still 
greater number are promising characters ; and the great ma- 
jority are regular in their attendance, diligent in preparing 
their lessons, and, there is reason to think, well-behaved in 
their general conduct. In some places the schools have 
wrought a visible improvement in the manners, not only of 
the children, but also of their parents. Your committee can 
state from personal knowledge, that several young persons, 
who are apparently pious and consistent characters, date their 
first serious impressions from the instructions they received 
in your schools. 

Your committee proceed to lay before you a few extracts 
from the reports of the teachers, 

One of them speaking of a boy who died at the age of eight 
years, gives the following account of a conversation held with 
him the day before he died. | asked him how he was? He re- 
plied, ‘1 am very ill.’. ** Do you think you are going to die, 
John ?”—* Yes,’ “ Are you afraid to die ?””—‘ No,’ “ Are 
you not afraid to die? It is a very serious matter to die,” 
‘ Yes,’ the child answered, ‘ but the soul does not die.’ “ What 
becomes of it ?””—* It goes to heayen,’ “ And do you think 
you are going there?” ‘Yes.’ “ What reason have you for 
thinking that ?””—* Because Jesus is there, and wishes me to 
be there.’ “* How do yeu know that Jesus wishes you to be 
there ?””—‘ Because he died that I might win there, and all 
good boys.’ “ You believe in Jesus, then; and it is only be- 
cause you belieye in Jesus that you are not afraid to die ; is 
it not??? * Yes.’ * His father told me,’ continues the teach- 
er, “that he was very attentive to the duty of secret prayer , 
and that he exhorted: his sister to attend to this duty, to be a 


good girl, and to come to heaven to him. Jt may be men- 


tioned as an evidence of the composure of his mind, and his 
resignation of the hope of living, te a week before his death 
he told who should get his clothes. A few days afterwards, 
he sat up and gave one hand to his father, and another to his 
mother, and expired.” 

The following extract is trom a minister in a distant part of 
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ithe country, who superintends a school containing at present 
a considerable number of scholars. i 
account of the diligence and progress of the children, he adds : 
‘* Since the commencement of the school, there is an appear- 
ance of more attention to the Sabbath among the young peo- 
ple in the village ; but whether it proceeds wholly from their 
staying in the house to learn their tasks, or partly from a 
greater veneration for that day, I cannot tell: I can only say, 


that the change is very striking. 


After giving a pleasing 


Jam also informed, that 


there is less cursing and swearing among them, though I am 


sorry to say, that this is yet too prevalent. 


The practice 


of attending to their prayers, night and morning, is becoming 
pretty common among the children attending the school ; and 
some are beginning to ask ‘he blessing. of heaven on their 
meals—duties rarely attended to by adults in this part of the 
These are at least hopeful symptoms; and there 
are a few of the more advanced, particularly some girls about 
14 or 15 years of age, who appear to be decidedly serious ; 
and whose change, if real, can be clearly traced to the school 
They pay great attention to my advices and 


country. 


as the means. 


addresses ; and many of them seem to take a deep interest in 
my occasional comments on their tasks. I am so situated, that 
it is necessary for me to preach three times every Sabbath be- 
fore I begin with the school; the consequence ts, that I am 
always exhausted, and cannot give the same spirit to the ex- 
ercises which I might otherwise do. 
lieve the school is to be of great service to the interests of re- 
ligion in this place.” 

The teacher of another school writes thus: “ Though we 
cannot boast of great things, the little incidents now to be re- 
lated will show, that the means used with the children in —— 


have not been altogether in vain. 


But even as it is. I be- 


Some months back I re- 


ceived a very pleasing account from the mother of one of thc 
Before the commencement of the school, her son was 


boys. 


a heart-break to her: 


A set of wicked boys were his chief 


companions, who strove who should excel others in wicked- 
ness, particularly in the sin of sabbath-breaking. He was 
among the first that attended the school, and has never been 


absent without some good reason. 


One day he said to his 


mother, ‘ I hope! shall have cause to bless God through eter- 
nity, that ever I had the . mon 


evening school. 


I had no likin 
, and ‘ 


memory 


What a 


of attending a Sabbath 


ifference do 1 now feel! Formerly 


to my Bible ; now I delight in committing it to 


inking on its contents. 


the Sabbath for more liberty to commit depredations: now J 


Formerly | wished for 
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love the Sabbath day for a better purpose.’ He has been 
found engaged in secret prayer, bewailing his sins, and plead- 
ing for a newheart. He has forsaken his former companions, 
and has suffered much on that account. He is kind and af- 
fectionate to his parents, and dutiful to his master. The same 
may be related of another of the scholars. The sins of the 
former were, if possible, more predominant in him. He has 
often been laid on the bed of affliction, and brought up again 
from the gates of death. He many times said he would not 
do as he Shad formerly done ; but his promises were like the 
generality of sick-bed promises. Religion and its professors 
were the butt of his ridicule ;now he himself is ridiculed by 
his former associates. Swearing was one of his powerful ha- 
bits of sin; now he is hated for reproving it in others. He is 
eager to know the meaning of the Bible, and very attentive in 
embracing the opportunities of instruction.” 

Your committe will eonclude these extracts with a few in- 
teresting circumstances communicated by another teacher, 
with respect to another girl of twelve years of age, who has 
lately been visited with a very painful and dangerous illness. 
Referring to one of his first visits after she became ill, he 
says, “ Although at this time there was nothing alarming in 
her complaints, | inquired if ever she thought about death. 
* Very often,” she replied. ‘“ Then,” said I, “ tell me if you 
are afraid at the prospect of dyjng.” The tears stood in her 
eye as she answered, “ No; | would never be afraid, if | 
thought I hada right in Christ.” After her disease had con- 
fined her to bed, she seemed to be entirely abstracted from 
the world, and her heavenly-mindedness was remarkable. One 
morning, after she had passed a sleepness night, | reminded 
her how David had employed himself during the night-watches, 
(Ps. Lxiii. 6. cxix. 148.) and then asked what she had been 
thinking about? With a little hesitation, she said, “ ] was 
just thinking that if I am to die, I will go to Christ.” 1 in- 
quired why she expected to go to him’? With firmness she 
answered, * Because | believe in him.” I told her that was 
indeed the only ground of a sinner’s hope ; and then asked if 
she would not be sorry to leave her parents, and her brothers 
and sisters? “ Yes,” she replied; “ but I would rather go to 
heaven.” I inquired why she felt so desirous of getting to 
heaven? “ Because it isa happy place.” “ Very true,” 
said 1; and what makes it so happy ’””—“ It is because God 
is there.” “ Are there any other reasons for heaven being 
so happy a place ?””—* The holy angels are there.” “ Yes; 
and what do vou think of seeing the Saviour face to face? will 
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not that give you great joy ?”—‘ O yes.” “ But,” continued 
I, * heaven is alsoa place of happiness on account of its em- 
ployments; what are you to do when you get there ?”— 
‘* Sing praises,”’ she readily replied. ‘ And tell me to whom 
you will ascribe your praises ?”"—* To God and to the Lamb.” 
The sufferings to which she was subjected were very severe ; 
but she was never heard to utter one murmuring word. When 
a friend was expressing sorrow for her extreme distress, she 
meekly told him, that all her sufferings were nothing to what 
Christ had suffered. At another time, when asked if any 
thing could be done to relieve her, she said, “ Ono; 1 will 
just wait God’s time.”” And when wonder was expressed that 
she did not complain more, she answered, “ That would 
serve no end: God gives me patience.”? Another day her 
youngest sister was sitting with her, to whom she spoke in the 
following manner: “ It is the Lord that has laid me on this 
sick-bed; but while he afflicts with the one hand, he supports 
with the other. When I was a great sinner, the Lord had 
compassion on me, and turned my heart and made me a 
Christian, and now my mind is quite comfortable. 1 exhort 
you to remember your Creator in the days of your youth. 
Believe in God, and in Jesus Christ, the only Saviour. Pray 
to the Lord to have mercy on your soul. Follow the Saviour 
in health, and he will be with you in death,” Observing a 
near relation shedding tears at her bed side, she said, “ Don’t 
ut yourself out for me; ] am not afraid to die.” When 
= friend expressed a fear that he was not so well prepared 
himself, she desired him to seek Christ at present, and he 
would never forsake him afterwards. An agonizing fit of pain 
imposed silence on the poor girl. When she had calmed a 
little, her friend inquired how her faith stood in the midst of 
such distress? With firmness she answered, “ It is strong.”’ 
He began to speak of the animating hopes of the gospel; she 
listened attentively, and then, in a kind of extacy, exclaimed, 
“* O yes! and 
** Cheer’d by that hope, with patient mind, 

Pll wait heaven’s high decree, 

*Till tie appointed period comes, 

When death shall set me free,” 

This interesting girl has recovered. 
(London) Sunday School Repository, 
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EXTRACTS from the Reports presented at the Seventh and 
Eighth Quarterly Meetings of the * New-York Sunday 
School Union.” 

SEVENTH QUARTERLY MEETING. 


Extract 1.“ The teachers have been very assiduous in the class- 
es assigned them with but very few exceptions, and have mani- 
fested an increased zeal and interest in the pleasing work they 
have voluntarily engaged in. An unusual seriousness and en- 

gagedness has manifested itself among our fellow-labourers, 
Itis with feelings of the highest kind that we state, and we 
deem it a great cause of gratitude to God, that twelve young 
men engaged in the duties of our School have joined the com- 
munion of the Church within a few months past; (ius publicly 
professing their faith in the merits of a crucified S: wh om and 
their determination to be his humble followers ; and we doubt 
not, through the assistance of their Lord and Master, they wiil 
become shining ornaments of the religion they profess. 

“In addition to frequent meetings for business, the teachers 
have regularly met once a week for prayer and praise, af 
which meetings our beloved Pastor invariably attends, 
from whom we receive such instruction and advice as cannot 
fail to promote our best interests, if we receive it aright. To 
him we are much indebted for the lively interest lie has always 
taken in our School—in aiding our weak endeavours—cheer- 
ing us when we felt discouraged, and animating us with fresh 
zeal to persevere in our work, knowing that our Master would 
own it for his own, and if we fainted not, would in due time 
bless our efforts. 

“ The new building erected at the expense of St. George’s 
Church for the accommodation of the Sunday Schools attach- 
ed to it, is nearly completed, and we feel deeply impressed 
with gratitude to the gentlemen composing the Ve estry of that 


Church for their liberality in so handsomely prov iding for our 
accommodation and convenience, not only i in appropr lating a 
room for the use of our school, but in voting us a supply of 
fuel for the ensuing winter.” 


2.“H—P , a lad ten years of age, before he entered this 
SC heal, was very careless; but a few days after he had been re- 
ceiv ed, evinced a great desire to know how he should be saved. 
He wanted to learn to pray, but desired to know if God would 
hear him if he spoke low, “ for,” says he, “ my big brothers, 
(mentioning their names) will make fun of me if I pray loud.” 
He was. therefore, told that he must not be ashamed of Jesus ; 
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and had a book of prayers lent him, part of which he has 
since recited highly to his credit.” 

3. “ Since the last Quarterly Report two of our boys, abou: 
eleven years old, have been called to try the realities of eter- 
nity; one died in this city—hbis mind became serious some- 
time previous to his sickness, and on his death-bed the Lord 
delivered him from the distress of his mind, and he was ena- 
bled to rejoice in a sin-pardoning God. He died trrumphant 
ly. The other was noticed to be one of the first who mani- 
fested a desire for salvation in our school last spring. Not 
many weeks passed, before that God, who said, “ Let there 
be light, and there was light,’”’ spake his sins forgiven, and he 
manifested a bright evidence of his acceptance with him. He 
continued an ornament of his profession while a member of 
this school. His father moved last summer to the western 
country, taking with him his wife and children. He had float- 
ed about three hundred and eighty-six miles down the Ohio 
river, within fourteen miles of his journey’s end, when, alas! 
the dear boy, while in the act of steering the boat, fell into 
the river, and was never again beheld by his parents! He 
continued to show forth the beauties of religion in his life until 
his death. In this instance we may say, “ blessed are the 
dead who die in the Lord.” His christian example is a re- 
proof to many of his young companions, and although dead, 
yet in their memory he lives.” | 


aa 
EIGHTH QUARTERLY MEETING. 

Extract 1. “The teachers would express their gratification in 
beholding one of their pupils, Lowe Ah. Cooke, a Chinese, not 
only progressing rapidly in knowledge, (especially of the Scrip- 
tures,) but coming out from the world, and enlisting on the 
Lord’s side, and enrolling himself among the professed fol- 
lowers of the Lamb. He has been baptized, assuming the 
name of John Lowe, and joined with us the last Communion 
Sabbath, in celebrating the death of that Lord Jesus, in 
whom the Gentiles shall put their trust; with whom there is 
neither Greek nor Jew, Riitesinas nor Scythian, Bond nor 
Free.’ 

2. “In our last Report we were privileged to draw your at- 
tention to the fact of our having established prayer-meetings 
among the parents of the scholars. These meetings have 
been continued, have been well attended, and crowned with 
the blessing of the Most High. During the last quarter we 
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have been favoured at these meetings with the attendance, 
from time to time, of the Rev. Messrs. B and § . 
The word declared, we may truly say, has been ‘like the 
tire and the hammer, which broketh the flinty rock in pieces.’ 
Under its pungent influence, strong have been the emotions of 
many. That we might, so far as was practicable, ascertain 
that these were not the expressions of mere enthusiasm, seve- 
ral meetings for conference have been appointed, and Mr. B. 
and Mr. S. have done us the favour to attend them. We be- 
lieve that instances of conversion have taken place, and 
that many, perhaps we may say a great proportion, of those 
who statedly attend the meetings, are in some degree awak- 
ened to the interests of religion and eternity. Stronger and 
stronger is our conviction, that meetings of the description 
named are closely identified with the interests of Sunda 

Schools. From their commencement with us, we have felt 
that conviction, and conceived it an indispensable duty to 
pray with our scholars and their parents, and through 
aid divine, to teach them also how to pray. We feel 
bound to recommend in the stroneesTt terms, the establish- 
ment of regular meetings for the same object, to every school 
connected with the Union. Joined with familiar conversa- 
tion, for which the opportunity is afforded, this is of all 
others, the best means to awaken and secure the interest and 


pers of parents in behalf of Sunday Schools, and under 


God, to further that great object, which should ever be kept. 
in view, the salvation of immortal souls.—It may and does 
require self-mortification to commence and continue the meet- 
ings named, but let it be recollected, ‘ that thus it is given in 
behalf of Christ, not only to believe on his name, but to 
suffer for his sake.’ God grant that it may be your joy and 
ours, as well as that of all Christians, to take up the Re- 
deemer’s cross, and like him, ‘ go about doing good.’ ” 

3. “ Since our last Report 37 scholars have been added to 
the school, which makes the number admitted since its com- 
mencement amount to 714. We are much pleased to ob- 
serve a spirit of diligence manifest itself among the read- 
ing classes, in committing to memory portions of Scripture, 
since the plan of rewarding by the Union commenced. 
2,277 verses have been committed to memory within the space 
of two months. This school, in conjunction with the others 
attached to the Methodist Church, both male and female, in 
this city, assembled together on New-year’s morning in the 
Methodist Church, Forsyth-street. Between 7 and chil- 
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dren were present on the occasion, to whom a very suitable 
address was delivered by the Rev. Mr. Bangs. Several 
scholars also spoke appropriate pieces. Much solemnity 
and interest in the institution was manifested on the occasion. 
Desirous of forming the tender mind to habits of industry, 
of engaging the youthful attention to the paths of virtue and 
knowledge, and of ‘ teaching the young idea how to shoot ;’ 
the teachers of this school have established a Library for the 
benefit of the scholars. The number of books has amounted 
to near 200 Vols. In several of the scholars a great taste 
for reading has been discovered, and an attendance to all 
their duties, (which is the condition on which they obtain 
books,) has already been observed among the many advan- 
tages which result from this Juvenile Library.” 

4. “On Sunday, the 9th of November, the school entered 
upon the occupancy of the spacious apartment prepared for 
its accommodation in the building lately erected by the Cor- 
poration of St. George’s Church. On this occasion the as- 
sembled schools of our Church were addressed by the Rev. 
Mr. Milnor, and several hymns were sung by the scho- 
lars. 

“In conjunction with the teachers of this school and those 
of the female school of our Church, we have formed ourselves 
into an ‘ Association for social worship, and religious improve- 
ment,’ of which our Pastor is the Director. The meetings 
are held every Friday evening, and the scholars of the three 
schools are privileged to attend. They have given entire 
Satisfaction by their seriou# attention while present. 

“ From the divine blessing that has attended the labours of 
the teachers in the good done to their own souls, as noticed in 
the last quarterly report of this school, the superintendents 
have associated several others with them. They would at 
this time draw your particular attention to their junior teachers. 
These eight young persons are from 10 to 14 years of age, and 
render esséntial service as assistants in the younger classes, 
particularly among the coloured boys. When we contrast 
their former unprofitable way of spending the Lord’s day with 
their present usefulness, we cannot but cherish the lively hope, 
that their Almighty Parent will bless the instruction it is our 
high privilege to impart to them, and enable us to train them 
up as Our successors in the work. A part of their time is 
employed in reading the Scriptures to the superintendent.— 
Their attendance and general deportment is highly creditable 
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to them, and valuable as examples to the scholars of their 
own age. 

“On New-year’s day we assembled our scholars with the 
female school, when our Pastor addressed the teachers and 
pupils on the interesting occasion. After church the children 
were dismissed with a trifling present.” 

5. “ The number of scholars in our school is nearly the same 
as formerly, viz. about one hundred and sixty, and their ap- 
plication and general deportment has been such as aflords 
those who have the privilege of instructing them every en- 
couragement to persevere in their labours. A considerable 
number of them have made very encouraging progress in 
committing portions of Scripture tomemory. Eight thousand 
five Hh oe and forty verses have been recited during the 
quarter.” 

6.“ The school consists of about 55 scholars who reside in 
the city, 35 of whom have attended regularly during the last 
quarter. In addition to these we have admitted into the 
school at different times: since the last quarter, and taught 
some for a less and others for a longer time, about 100 co- 
loured seamen, who have since gone to sea. It will be re- 
membered that this school consists altogether of coloured 
male adults, who live in, or in the vicinity of, Banker-street, 
with the exception of coloured seamen. 

“ Kach teacher is required to visit his own scholars during 
the week, spend a short time in teaching them at their own 
houses, get as intimately acquainted as possible with their 
characters and employments, advise them with regard to 
their temporal and spiritual concerns ; and thus endeavour to 
get them attached to him personally, by the interest he ma- 
nifests in them. 

“The short attendance of the seamen at school forbids 
us to say any thing decisively with regard to the effects 
of our efforts among them—most of them, however, ex- 
pressed their gratitude on leaving the school for what little 
instruction they had received, and they either purchased, or 
there were given to them, spelling books and cards, to pro- 
secute their studies during their voyage ; during which, they 
observed, they should have frequent opportunities of learning, 
which they promised faithfully to improve. There have 
been some instances of their returning to school, when we 
have noticed an evident improvement. A few when about 
leaving the school, and were conversed with concerning their 
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prospects in a future world, have, at least, apparently, been 
much impressed. One who had attended school three Sun- 
days appeared deeply convicted of his sins, and as he was 
soon to go to sea, desired of his own accord, an interest in 
our prayers: he said, ‘he had long been a sinner, a most 
horrid sinner, and now wanted to throw himself on the mer- 
cy of God, and beg from him the forgiveness of his sins.’ 
There have been other instances similar to this, though not 
so strongly marked—what has been the issue of these im- 
pressions In any one instance, we have not as yet learned. 
“‘ Of those who reside in town and have attended regu- 
larly, the improvement of some has been great, and of most 
very respectable. The teachers in their visits have always 
been received with respect, and listened to with attention. 
In many instances they have had the pleasure of witnessing 
a considerable reform in their domestic economy—filthiness 
and confusion succeeded by cleanliness and re zularity.— 
Some who formerly spent their evenings in vices which de- 
grade man below the beast, now dent that time princi- 
pally with their wives and children, in learning their lessons 
for the Sabbath. The eagerness of one to learn is so great 
that he has employed a little boy in the neighbourhood to 
come to his house every evening and teach him, for which 
as a compensation, he gives him a penny. On Saturday last 
one of the teachers went to see an aged man, who had learned 
to read before he came to this school; after some conversa- 
tion with him on his domestic affairs, he introduced the sub- 
ject of religion, and urged on him the importance of his 
making his peace with God immediately, and quoted some 
assages of Scripture, proving that unless it was done in this 
ife, he must perish for ever; and left him deeply impressed. 
The next day, not being in school at the hour appointed for 
its opening, he ran over to his house, found him with his 
Bible in his hand, the tears rolling down his aged cheeks, 
and earnestly engaged in conversation with his wife ; he told 
the teacher he had just been reading a passage relative to 
the last judgment, and felt convinced, that there was no re- 
“enum in the grave. In school he read this passage, ‘] 
ave finished the work which thou gavest me to do.’ John 
xvii. 4. He observed, ‘ That was the work that Jesus came 
to do for poor sinners, and on that work, he desired to rely 
for his salvation.’ ” 
7. “On Sunday evening, upon entering the school-room, | 
was accosted by a decent looking young man; upon inter- 
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rogating him, what was his wish, he blushingly replied, ‘ Sir, 
i want to get some learning.’ I then aske d him his age; 
he said, 19 ‘years—I then inquired how far he had advanced ; 
he observed, ‘I know the alphabet only.’—Struck with as- 
tonishment, I bid him welcome. My feelings | leave to the 
promoters of Sabbath Schools to realize.—I, however, am 
pleased to add, that he has already rapidly adv: anced to words 
of 2 and 3 syllables. 

“ One of our eldest scholars professes to have felt, that 
the atoning blood of a crucified Saviour has availed for him 
at the Throne of Grace.” 


“In conformity to a resolution of the Sunday School 
Pract ds No. 34, a school for the instruction of male 
adults, was commenced at No. 37, Cherry-street, on the 16th 
day of November, 1817. 

“On the first day 22 scholars were admitted. Six scholars 
have been dismissed, viz. three having gone to sea, and 
ihree others for non-attendance. 

“ The school at present consists of one superintendent, 
twelve teachers, and forty scholars. 

“ The scholars are from 20 to 50 years of age. A great 
number on their admission, were entirely ignorant of the 
alphabet, many of whom we are pleased to find, can now 
spell, and read the short lessons in the first part of the spelling 
book. 

“As to the effects of religious instruction, we can only 
say, that the scholars are very attentive, and anxious to 
learn to read the Bible. When the superintendent has ad- 
dressed them, (as well as when the teachers have given re- 
ligious instruction,) many have been seen in tears, bewailing 
their lost state by nature and by practice. One scholar, 
aged 48, said he would give one thousand dollars if he could 
read the Bible. When the teachers have been giving reli- 
gious knowledge to the scholars, they themselves have been 
constrained to mingle tears of repentance with those ad- 
dressed. We have reason to belie ‘ve, that many of our 
teachers will have abundant cause to bless God, that they 
ever engaged in Sunday Schools. ‘The school is increasing, 
and we have every encouragement to persevere in the great 
work of our divine Master.” 
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Seconp AnnuaL Report of the New-York “ Female Union 
Society for the Promotion of Sabbath Schools.” 


ON Wednesday the 8th April, 1818, the Female Union Society for the 
Promotion of Sabbath Schools celebrated their Second Anniversary in the 
Rev. Dr. Mason’s Church in Murray-street. 

The Rev. Mr. Macvay, of the Baptist church in Mulberry-street, open- 
ed the meeting with prayer; after which the Rev. Mr. Mitnor, Rector of 
St. George’s Church, read the Annual Report. The Rev. Mr. BLatcn- 
ror», of the Presbyterian Church in Orange-street, delivered an Address 
to the audience, superintendents, and teachers. The coloured adults 
then sung a Hymn; which was followed by an Address to the scholars 
from the Rev. Mr. Marnews, of the Reformed Dutch Church in Gar- 
den-street. The teachers and children then sung a hymn. At the close 
of the exercises a prayer was offered up by the Rev. Mr. Marsews, and 
the benediction pronounced by the Rev. Mr. Mitnor. 

Although the church was crowded at an early hour, it was gratifying te 
notice, that the greatest order prevailed. Much credit 1s due to the Su- 
perintendents and Teachers, through whose exertions the different schools 
were arranged in distinct classes: and the scholars, nearly three thousand 
in number, from the age of six to sixty years, behaved with the utmost 
order and decorum. 

The various exercises performed by the Rev. clergy were highly appro- 
priate, and a numerous concourse of citizens who attended as spectators, 
were deeply affected at the sight of so many immortals raised from the 
depths of degradation, moral and intellectual, and enjoying those instruc- 
tions which tend to elevate and adorn the human character for both worlds. 


REPORT. 


In every undertaking which may be important and novel, 
a happy commencement is highly gratifying. The First An- 
nual Report of the Female Union Society for the promotion 
of Sabbath Schools, afforded matter of congratulation in this 
respect; all the objections urged against this beneficent sys- 
tem vanished before the truth of experiment, and (if perse- 
verance in the arduous undertaking could be depended upon) 
a prospect was opened, of great benefit to the rising genera- 
tion, in moral and religious improvement. 

To behold the youth of our country devoting themselves 
zealously to the instruction of poor children and ignorant 
adults, was delightful to the philanthropic mind; but the too 
ready suspicions of some might be heard, “ Will these young 
people persevere ?”” On the Second Anniversary of our So- 
ciety, your Committee have the cheering information to com- 
municate, that teachers and scholars have persevered, and 
improved in so great a degree, as they think nothing short of 
a Divine blessing attending this Institution could have ena- 


bled them to do. 
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* Since the benign system of Sabbath School teaching has 
been pursued by the Union Societies, and others in this city, 
the reformation in our streets must be apparent to every one 
who walks out on the morning of the Lords day. Where 
now are those groupes of idle children who formerly met to 
profane the Sabbath and take God’s name in vain? All is 
now still. You will find them crowding round the humble un- 
observed Sabbath School teacher, who is patiently labouring 
to teach them to read that Book which is able to make them 
wise unto salvation. And when the inhabitants of our city 
are warned by “ the church-going bell’? to “ go up to the 
house of the Lord and give thanks in the great congregation,” 
here and there, numerous trains of young immortals, headed 
by their teachers, may be seen hastening with cheerful feet to 
learn the will of God. Nor is the change less observable 
during the week ; the feelings of the humane are now seldom 
woul by the sight of shivering little wretches, crying at 
their doors for the refuse of their tables—the female associa- 
tions have “ covered these naked with a garment ;” their teach- 
ers have taught them to respect’ themselves, that “ idleness 
covereth a man with rags ;”? and in numerous instances, have 
placed them in situations where they may become useful 
members of society. 

To afford you a full view of the many advantages attendant 
on your exertions, would be impracticable within the limits of 
an Annual Report. The following extracts will give you a 
summary account of the Schools connected with this Institu- 
tion: [Only a part of the Extracts are given in this work. ] 

School No. 1. ** About two months since, the Teachers of the 
male and female schools attached to Dr. Romeyn’s church, and 
those of the Middle Dutch church, united with us in establishing 
a prayer meeting for Teachers and Scholars, to which their 
parents and friends were invited. We have met once a fort- 
night ; our ministers generally attend, and deliver appropriate 
addresses. Many were deeply affected during the solemn 
address delivered on the last occasion. 

“One coloured adult has made a profession of religion since 
our last Report. There are many others who appear ear 
nestly desirous to obtain an interest in Christ, and we think 
the prayer meeting alluded to above, has been the means ot 
deepening serious impressions on the minds of many. The 
mother of one of the Scholars made this remark to the Super- 
intendent,—* Every mother who has children in the School, 
ought to come with them here, and I am.sure if they were te 
come once, they would never wish to be absent.” 
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No. 2.“ Various emotions fill our breasts in presenting our Se- 
cond Annual Report. She who superintended our School at its 
commencement, is now, we trust, a glorified saint.* Great has 
been our loss, but infinitely greater her gain: of her it may 
truly be said, that she “ fought a good fight, she has finished 
her course ; she has rested from her labours, and her works 
do follow her.”” Long will we mourn her loss, for she has 
left a vacancy not easily filled. Oh, that her mantle might 
cover us, and the same spirit which animated her remain with 
us. 

“ Four have, we humbly trust, been savingly united to 
Christ—one, a girl aged 14, has made a public profession of 
her faith. At the request of some of the children a Mite 
Society has been formed for the education of a heathen 
child, and we cannot but rejoice in this, as it opens to our 
view another field of glorious anticipation. The prayer 
meeting established last quarter for the Teachers and Scholars, 
with their parents and friends, continues to be well attended, 
and another has been formed, which meets on the Sabbath 
once a month after the services of the sanctuary; in both of 
which the Male School attached to the same church unites 
with us.” _ 

‘o. 3. “* As it regards the moral and religious state of the 
School, we have animating hopes. While it becomes us to say, 
“ Lord, what is man that thou art mindful of him?” we eacae # 
magnify his holy name with those into whose “ mouths he has 
put a new song,” “ even praise to our God.” Three Teach- 
ers and one Scholar, on the 2d Sabbath of March, joined the 
communion of Dr. Romeyn’s church. Several of the adults, 
we confidently hope, are at the Gospel pool, and will in the 
‘Lord’s good time receive strength to step in. 

“ One hundred and thirty-two chapters of Scripture have 
been committed tomemory. Frances B————., an African who 
lives at service, committed 40 of the chapters. 

“ A Cent Society has lately been formed for the education 
and maintenance of a Hindoo girl, to be named after the First 
Directress of this Institution.” 


-—— 


No. 4. “ Three women above the age of 50 who commenced 
with the alphabet, have committed to memory the whole of 
Brown’s catechism, 52 hymns, and the ten commandments, 
by spelling every word. ° 

* Another coloured adult has been received into full commu- 
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pion in the Reformed Dutch Church, and we add with plea- 
sure, that those reported last year walk consistently with their 
profession.” 

No. 5. “ The progress of the white adults is in general slow ; 
ene is worthy of notice: C. M. whose anxiety to acquire 
knowledge is so great, that since the 15th of February she 
has lived at service with no other remuneration than the pri- 
vilege of attending Sunday School. She has attended three 
months, and now begins to read, 9462 texts of Scripture, 
and 8451 answers in catechism, have been committed to me- 
mory; also, Watts’ Divine Songs, Hymns, and Scripture 
pra 16 of our pupils have subscribed for Bibles, 13 for 
Prayer-Books, and 6 for Hymn Books. Two have appa- 
rently received spiritual benefit, and after conversation with 
our beloved Pastor and Spiriiual Guide, have been admitted 
to the communion of the Church. Great reason indeed have 
we, who are attached to this part of the Lord’s vineyard, to 
rejoice for what he has done for us, in inclining the hearts 
of so many of those, who are engaged in this profitable work, 
to seek Jesus as their only hope, and rely on his gracious 
promises for mercy and forgiveness. 

* Seventeen of our Teachers, since the commencement of 
the School, have made a public profession of their faith, and 
have joined the communion of St. George’s Church.” 

No. 6. “ We have admitted since our last anniversary 130 
scholars, between 60 and 70 of these regularly attend, end 
the number is daily increasing: of these 20 are coloured 
adults, five have a humble hope that they have been born 
again, and are members of the visible church. They have 
formed themselves into a Society to meet weekly for prayer.” 

No.9.“ The present number attending this school, is 281 white 
children, 92 coloured adults, and 43 coloured children, mak- 
ing a total of 323; of this number 133 read the Bible, many 
of whom were ignorant of their letters when they entered the 
school. Several of the coloured adults, from 20 to 70 years of 
age, have been brought from the alphabet to read the word of 
God. One of these, turned of fifiy, was detained from school 
by sickness; on being visited by her Teacher, she praised 
the Lord for answering her prayers: she entered school pray- 
ing God to assist her in learning to read, and though she then 
only knew the letters, she could now read the Bible with ease. 
and found it her chief companion and comfort in her sickness. 
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Among both Teachers and Scholars there appear evidences of a 
serious inquiry after salvation. ‘Two white girls have professed 
to have experienced the forgiveness of their sins by faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ, and we think their general deportment 
corresponds with their profession. Ac irculating library has 
been added to the school.” 

No. 12. “ During the last yetr, 300 chapters in the Bible 
have been committed to memory ; 4 of our Teachers have 
made a profession of their faith in Christ, and several of the 
scholars appear seriously inclined.” 

No. 13. “ One white girl and three coloured adults 
cive us every reason to hope, thet they have been brought 
from nature’s darkness into the glorious light of the gospel. ” 

No. 14.“ During the past year 96 have been admitted ; about 
240 regularly atte nd. From the first section of the Bible c lass, 
we have the following s specimens of improvement, since our 
last annual report. A little girl has committed to memory 50 
chapters in the Bible, the Westminster and Emerson’s Cate- 
chisms with proofs ; ‘another aged nine years, 109 chapters, 
94 hymns, with the above catechisms ; another, 60 chapters. 
and 3 catechisms ; another, 72 chapters and the catechisms. 
In the third section, a little girl has committed the whole of 
St. John’s Gospel, the Book of Proverbs, 41 Psalms, the proofs 
of the Westminster Catechism, the Heidleburg, and Helen- 
broeck Catechisms, Watts’ Divine Songs, and 20 Psalms of 
his version ; another, the Book of John, and 22 chapters 
in the Proverbs, with the catechisms above named. A little 
girl who commenced with spelling, has within the year, com- 
mitted the whole Book of Prover he, 37 Psalms, hy mns, and 
catechisms ; another only eight years of age, 50 chapters and 
80 hymns. According to the statements of the Teachers, more 
than 1100 chapters have been committed to memory, beside 

catechisms and hymns innumerable. The sum of 7 dollars 
and 6 cents has been contributed by the children towards the 
education of heathen youth. Three Teachers and one Scho- 
lar have made a public profession of their faith in Christ.” 

No. 15. “ Since the last anniversary, 140 scholars, from the 
age of 5 to 63 years, have been admitted: 130 may be 
reckoned regular attendants. The adults are all coloured 
people, and their good conduct, and attention to their studies, 
demand our highest praise. With the warmest gratitude to 
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‘he great Author of all good, we are enabled to report, that J 
Teachers and 4 scholars have been brought from darkness to 
light, and are added to the number of C hrist’s flock.” 

No. 16. “* At the commencement of the last year only one ot 
our Teachers was pious; faint expectations comparatively 
could be entertained of the faithfulness and success of those who 
endeavoured to teach what they themselves were ignorant ol : 
but the spirit of God has triumphed alike over our doubts and 
fears; five out of seven have, within the last three months, 
given evidence of a radical change of heart. The appear- 
ance of our school is altered; the prospect which a 
presented a barren desert, now blooms as the garden of God. 
We have had the satisfaction of seeing a general improvement 
in morals and learning.” 

No. 17. “ A. C. aged 11 years, has committed 72 Psalms, 
3 chapters in Isaiah, 44 hymns, and has not been absent once 
during the year. Mary L. entered last August, did not know 
the alphabet, now reads very well; has learned 3 different 
catechisms, 12 chapters of Si. Matthew's s Gospel, and all the 
Divine Songs. Many others have improved beyond our 
most sanguine expectations. 


* Since the commencement of the year, it has pleased God 
to awaken two of our Teachers, who have since been received 
into the communion of St. Stephen’s Church.” 


No. 20, ‘Is situated in the village of Haerlem, and was attend- 
ed during the summer by 24 scholars, male and female, who 
were instruc ted by two male, and two female Teachers. In July 
last, a coloured woman came to put her child to the School ; 
we asked her if she would not come as a Scholar herself? 
‘Oh, no,’ she replied, ‘1 cannot leave my house, it would be 
so exposed ;”? but after a little persuasion she came in, (though 
it appears she had not been to Church for six months, for the 
above reason.) She remained until we went to Church, and 
accompanied us. In the afternoon she appeared again. The 
next Sabbath morning, Patience, (for that is her name,) was 
at her post in Schoel. We observed to her, “ You can now 
leave your house, it seems?” ‘Oh, yes!”? was her reply. 
On the afternoon of the third Sabbath, she begged her Teacher 
would just step over, (to use her own expression,) and visit 
her; when she told her, she had reason to bless the Lord that 
she ever came to the Sabbath School. It appears, she was 
struck with strong convictions while hearing the Bible read 
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and the Catechism repeated. In the evening of the second 
Lord’s day in August, Patience’s Teacher visited her, and 
found her very ill with a burning fever; and in much distress 
for her soul. She exclaimed, * Oh Lord, have mercy upon 
my poor soul! My dear Teacher, I have sent for you to read 
forme. Oh, that the Lord would spare my life, and teach 
me his holy word! 1 once thought I was to live in this world 
for ever, but now I know that I must dice, and that my soul 
must be happy or miserable for evers Lord have mercy on 
my soul. O my dear Teacher, | am such a sinner, will the 
Lord have mercy on me?” Her teacher answered by point- 
ing her to the blood of Christ, which can cleanse from all sin, 
of however deep a dye. 

“We feel constrained to notice, with humble gratitude, 
the kind providence of our Lord, in raising up a young gen- 
tleman, of independent circumstances, who has taken upon 
himself the sale charge of the school during the winter, 
when the other Teachers had removed into the city.” 

No. 25, “ Was organized August 3d, 1817, since which time 
50 coloured adults have been admitted; they have generally 
paid the most serious attention to religious instruction, and 
often the tear of penitence or remorse, has bedewed their 
cheeks, while the weighty concerns of their souls have been 
pressed upon their consciences. “ Hitherto the Lord hath 
helped,”’ and in his strength we are determined to persevere, 
believing, that in due time we Shall reap, if we faint not. Last 
Sabbath one of our Teachers bade us an affectionate farewell ; 
she has accompanied her sister, whose husband is engaged as 
a missionary to the Tuscarora Indians.” 

No. 26, “ Was organized on the 7th of September, 1817; 
since which time 114 scholars have been admitted, 105 of 
whom attend regularly, and are diligent in their studies. Two 
teachers have lately joined the Methodist Episcopal Church. 
The other ten are all members of the same church.” 


* 


No. 27. “ Three teachers and two scholars have expe- 
rienced a change since they belonged to the school, and have 
joined the church.”’ 


From these extracts it would appear, that the average num- 
ber who re reg attend the Schools, is 2877, under the care 
of 384 teachers; 336 have been advanced from learning the 
alphabet to reading the Bible ; 3306 chapters have been com- 
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mitted to memory, besides catechisms, hymns, and portions of 
Scripture innumerable: 45 Teachers and 24 Scholars have 
been enabled to profess their faith in Christ, and have be- 
come members of the visible church. 

The Society have this year, as on the former, reason to re- 
joice in the harmony that has attended this union. 
Let our thansgivings abound towards God, whose blessing 
alone giveth success, and let our prayers be persevering and 
fervent, that He would crown every year with gladness, and 
cause the dews of his grace to descend on the souls of both 
Teachers and Scholars, in schools and in the sanctuary, on 
his own day. . 

—o 


EXTRACTS. 


We cannot deny ourselves the pleasure of giving the fol- 
lowing Extracts from the (London) Sunpay Scuoon Re- 
rository, for the example and the encouragement of Chris- 
ians In our own country. 

At a meeting of the Teacners and Frienps of Senna 
Scnoots, in London, the Rev. Mr. Grifin of Portsea ob- 
served: “ As little time is left for me, I will only mention one 
or two instances which have come under my own observation, 
as to the benefits arising from Sunday Schools. Some years 
ago we began one in the congregation where Providence has 
kindly stationed me, and from 150 in number soon increased 
to 500. Soon after this, our Methodist friends established a 
Sunday School, and we decreased a little, but we soon filled 
up again. Shortly afterwards our Baptist brethren establish- 
ed a Sunday School. We lost some, but soon filled up 
again. Ina little time, our friends in the Establishment be- 
gan a Sunday School, and again we lost some, but we soon 
filled up again. So that from 500 I am happy to say that we 
have now in the Borough 2000 children instructed. With 
this circumstance, I wish to unite another. Different bodies 
of Christians, who were active as teachers in different schools, 
have all been brought together. Churchmen and Baptists, 
Methodists and Independents, 400 in number, are in the ha- 
bit of meeting in each of the places of worship in rotation for 
prayer; and we have reason to be very thankful for what we 
have experienced. 

“We have 100 Sunday School teachers in our congrega- 
tion. They have done what they could I think, and they are 
endeavouring to do still more; for they are uniting their 
*fforts for the spread of Sunday Schools in the neighbourhood. 
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We have one in our congregation, another about two miles 
otf, and another about four. 

“ It was my unspeakable pleasure to reccive three mem- 
bers into my church but a little time since, who acknowledge 
their conversion as being owing to their Sunday School 
teachers. This was the first means of their being drawn to 
God. 1 have had the pleasure of visiting the dying bed of 
one who said, ‘Sir, | have reason to bless God, and sall 
through eternity, that I was employed as a Sunday School 
teacher. I was moral, but not religious. | was consistent 
in my outward deportment ; but I had not learned the way of 
acceptance with God. I have since learned it; and | hope 
1 am dying in the peace of the gospel, and in that hope which 
it inspires.’ 

“ Our teachers had divided Portsea and Portsmouth into 
districts, and had printed an account of what they were do- 
ing, and what was intended to be done, by their Sunday 
Schools. The teachers went to all the houses in their dis- 
trict, (but especially those of the poor,) inviting the 
people to send their children. Among others there was a 
woman whose husband had been nine years in a French 
prison. After receiving the invitation from the teacher, she 
said, ‘I wonder at the assurance of these men that they 
should come, and ask me to send my child to be taught by 
them.’ She afterwards bethought herself, that it was a very 
benevolent object ; as they not only taught them for nothing, 
but gave them books also. Like a wise mother, she said, ‘1 
will send my children; but I will go and hear first, that I may 
know what they teach them.’ She accordingly went to hear ; 
and it has been the means in the hand of the Spirit of God of 
bringing her to the saving knowledge of Himself: she is now 
walking in the ways of the gospel, and is an honourable mem- 
ber of our church. But she was soon called to a painful event 
in the death of her son, a lad about eleven years of age, whe 
had also received a divine blessing at our Sunday School. I 
went to visit him at different times with several of our teachers. 
The first time I asked him if he expected to go to heaven ? 
‘1 do,’ was the reply. I asked him, ‘ Why do you expect te 
go to heaven? All that die do not go there, do they? and 
why then do you think you shall go to heaven?’ He re- 
plied, ‘I hope I shall go there, because I love the em- 
ployment of the heavenly. I think I shall be happy in 
praising God, and serving him without sin; and I think 
[ shall go to heaven, because I delight in the society of 
heaven; I shall rejoice in the presence of a holy God, 
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and holy angels, and the spirits of just men made perfect.’— 
He paused, and [ asked if he had any other reason? He re- 
plied, ‘| hope I shall go to heaven, hecause my heart is al- 
ready there ; and I do not think the Spirit of God would have 
drawn my heart to him, and made me delight in holiness and 
his service if he had not intended to take me to heaven.’ 1 
asked him if he had always thought in this way? ‘ No, no, 
said he, ‘I was once a naughty and wicked boy, but by at- 
tending the Sunday School, I have learned this; but I hope 
I have learned it from a better teacher than any of our Sunday 
School teachers. J think I have learned it from the Spirit of 
God.’—I said, ‘1 rejoice, my dear child, to hear you speak 
thus; I will send my three children to you: pray talk to 
them. Tell them you are dying. Tell them you are going to 
heaven, it may produce some good effect. I know you are 
very unwell, but say what you can.’— Sir,’ said he, ‘if | 
can say any thing to do good, it will make me very happy.’ 
—I sent my children—may it appear that good has re- 
sulted.” — 

Rev. Thomas Charles of Bala observed, “ With respect to 
the progress of religion among young people, I wish to make 
one observation, which is this; that Aaneaiienn the country 
in which I am situated, we have received most of the mem- 
bers to our churches froin the Sunday Schools. Nearly 100 
have been received into the church at Bala within the last 
year, all from Sunday Schools, except twoaged persons. In 
connexion with this permit me to make another observation, 
that where the schools are neglected (which happily is not 
the case in our country at present) there is no progress made 
in any way whatever in regard to divine things; where the 
schools are low, the cause of religion will almost always be 
found to be so too, We have generally instituted a circu- 
lating school first of all, if we had no teachers for a Sunday 
School, and afterwards set up a Sunday School, and univer- 
sally the effects have been most beneficial; and where we 
began with few in number, we have increased from one or two 
hundred to a thousand. -- 

SCIENCE OF EDUCATION. 

‘“* | mentioned,” says Mr. Lancaster, “ that Robert Raikes 
possessed the science of education in an eminent degree. 
The following instance is a strong proof of it. He was fre- 
RS in the habit of visiting the parents and children at 
their own houses. He called on a poor woman one day, and 
found a very refractory girl crying and sulking. Her mother 
complained that correction was of no avail, obstinacy marked 
her condnet, and it was very bad. After asking the parent’: 
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leave, he began to talk seriously to the girl, and concluded by 
telling her, that as the first step towards amendment, she must. 
kneel down and ask her mother’s pardon. The girl continued 
sulky. ‘ Well then,’ says he, ‘if you have no regard for 
yourself, I have much regard for you.u—You will be ruined 
and lost if you do not begin to be a good girl; and if you will 
not humble yourself, I must humble myself, and make a be- 
zinning for you ;’ with that, he kneels down on the ground be- 
ore the child’s mother, and puts his hands together with all 
the ceremony of a juvenile offender— Pray forgive,’ &c. No 
sooner did the stubborn girl see him on his knees, on her ac- 
count, than her pride was overcome at once, and tenderness 
followed: she burst into tears, and, directly on her knees, 
earnestly entreated forgiveness: she never oceasioned any 
trouble afterwards. I know what some advocates of coercion 
would have recommended; but Robert Raikes showed in this 
instance, as in many others, the science of education, by in- 
forming, correcting, and governing the mind by its own 
medium.” SE 
FROM THE MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH. 

“In many of our cities and populous villages, Sabbath 

Schools have been instituted for children and adults, in 


which thousands are rm 2 to read the word of God, and are 


instructed in the principles of religion, ‘They are led alsa 
to the Sanctuary of the Lord by their teachers, and thus 
enjoy the benefit of that gospel, which otherwise, perhaps, 
multitudes of them had never heard.” 
SYNOD OF NEW-YORK AND NEW-JERSEY. 

“ The number of Sabbath Schools is constantly increasing, 
Jn our congregations in the country, as well as in our cities, 
these institutions have been established, and almost univer- 


sally are attended with good effects.” 


SYNOD OF OHIO, 

The Synod of Ohio, at their last Session, expressed their 
sense of the importance of Sunday Schools, and advise the 
establishment of them, wherever practicable. The Synod, 
moreover, “recommend to serious minded persons, that they 
consecrate a few hours of the Sabbath to the noble object of 
instructing children and youth in neighbourhoods and settle- 
ments, where Societies cannot be formed.” 

Other Ecclesiastical bodies have formally recommended 
the establishment of Sabbath Schools. The printed documents, 
however, are not, at this moment, in our possession. 





